
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bean Size 17 and 18 (Sieve Machine) 

At the Sorting Mills the sieve machine sorts out sizes 17&18. 
It is usually only about 20% of the harvest. It is the Premium 
of any farm and often called AAA. It is mostly made into 
Speciality or more expensive Commercial grade coffee. It 
offers a more consistent and uniform roast. 

Bean Size 19 (Sieve Machine) 

At the Sorting Mills the sieve 
machine separates size 19 up. In 
Brazil this is often between 2-5% 
of the beans harvested. Often they 
are the cherries that receive too 
much sunlight and minerals – 
Jamaican Blue Mountain. Due to 
the size they become shell beans 
or Quakers in some cases. 

Continental Roast/Commercial Roast 
(Turkish Coffee) 

This is a good example of a dark roast coffee 
and is less likely to be a traceable coffee, the 
dark roast means the coffee release greater 
coffee oils due to exposure to heat. It can 
contribute to blocking mills/grinders and 
espresso machines. It may contain Robusta – 
high levels of caffeine and in case of Turkish 
coffee cardamom is added. 

Speciality Roast  

This is a good example of medium roast Speciality Coffee, a 
result of the success story behind the bean, the altitude it is 
grown at, its density, grading, size selection and mastery 
which transform the raw material into the magic we all drink 
daily. 

Robusta 

Robusta is a different type of coffee. It is different than all 
the others except the Continental Roast. It have twice the 
caffeine content than Arabica. Robusta bean is 2.2% 
caffeine, while an arabica bean is 1% caffeine. It is grown in 
lower altitudes and have less quality. 



 

Peaberry Bean Size 10 and 11(Sieve Machine) 

In the Sorting Mills process the Peaberry beans are sieved at 
the smallest size of the scale that being a size 10 and 11. 
Some varietals have more or fewer Peaberries. Yet often in a 
harvest the average is about 10%. Instead of 2 beans per 
cherry Peaberries are alone in the cherry. It is a myth that 
Peaberries are sweeter than average coffee beans. Yet 
exceptional coffees also produce Peaberries which are 
traded. They offer uniformity to Roasters. 

 

 

 

Bean Size 12 and 13 (Sieve Machine) 

At the Sorting Mills the sieve machine sorts 
out bean sizes 12 & 13 whose coffee can 
have cuppings of 70 to your very high 
Speciality range. But due to its size it is 
generally traded more locally or for instant 
coffee – within Brazil, or to the Middle East 
where they roast and grind their coffee at 
cheaper rates. 

 

 

 

Bean Size 14 and 15 (Sieve Machine) 

While being processed at the Sorting Mills the sieve machine 
sorts out sizes 14 & 15. The coffee can have varied cuppings. 
But due to the size it is traded as mid-range coffee. Illy buys 
size 15 and above, as it grinds its coffee – in Brazil on 
average around 70-80% of the harvest is made up of  coffee 
beans of size 14 or above. 

Bean Size 16 up (Sieve Machine) 

At the Sorting Mills the sieve 
machine sorts out size 16 up. It is 
often the choice of Cooperatives and 
large firms to export. Indeed this size 
can sometimes be 60% of the coffee 
harvested.  The beans grow to a large 
size in dark roasts. It is the coffee you 
get at Nero, Starbucks and Costa 
made with Robusta Coffee 

Coffee Residuals and instant Coffee  

These are the defects and residuals that are removed at the 
mills at all stages and are afterwards blended and sold to 
large companies such as Nestle or JAB Holding for the 
making of instant coffee. Frequently blended with flavours 
and other inferior coffees. 


